Rosenfeld Gallery is hosting the Desert Stars Organization in the exhibition

Wakat Al-Nakab (Negev Time)

Eiman Abu Ghanem, Ala Abu Aliyon, Hoda Alamrane
Hazar Abu Al-Hani, Waleed Al-Obra, Zenab Garbia,
Yusuf Huzaiel, Rana Al-Odat, and the gallery artist Zamir
Shatz

05.09.24 - 14.09.24 | Curator: Ariel Ram Pasternak

Over 300,000 Bedouins reside in the southern region of the country, with approximately
two-thirds living in cities & towns, and one-third in unrecognized villages scattered
throughout the Negev. Far from the eye, far from the heart, and distant from decision-
makers, Bedouin society is slowly progressing towards modernity. One foot remains
grounded in conservatism and tradition, while the other steps towards progress, education,
and Western culture.

This exhibition reveals, if only partially, the life of a present-yet-absent society
in the broader Israeli consciousness. It captures the joy of childhood, sheep herding,
vibrant and large wedding events, and frequent encounters with law enforcement. The
artists presenting in the exhibition combine staged scenes with documentation alongside
long-standing tradition. Their works offer a direct look at reality, showcasing its various
layers and complexities. Amid rising violence, discrimination, excessive policing, poverty,
and deprivation, hospitality, patience, modesty, inner peace, joy of life, and stoic calm
are evident in the lives of both men and women, young and old.

The participating artists, most of whom are Bedouins from the Negev, reveal
both their personal world and the world around them. Hazar Abu Al-Hani sensitively
and humorously documents her brothers and relatives. Alaa Abu Aliyon documents
courageous and inspiring scenes. Zinab Garbia, a multidisciplinary artist from Segev
Shalom, combines traditional Bedouin embroidery with ceramics and oil paintings,
blending personal and feminine themes with public and traditional elements. Waleed
Alobra’s series from various Negev locations depicts happiness and joy alongside sadness
and helplessness, capturing the complexity of life amidst the wreckage of homes, daily
life, extraordinary weddings, and the marks of time etched into the faces of the tribe’s
elders. Zamir Shatz, a peace advocate, has long accompanied Bedouin society through
his paintings and personal and group interactions with Negev residents.

%%

This exhibition is an initiative of the Stars Accelerator program by the Desert Stars
Organization. The organization is committed to developing young leadership within
Bedouin society as a key to social change and a better future.

The exhibition was organized in collaboration with the Art Training Program of the Kaye
Academic College of Education in Be'er Sheva.
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